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Ford, Kissinger Amonj; Mourners at Arlington | 



I 



By Laurence Stern 

Washington Post Statf Wriltr 

Richard S. Welch, who spent most of his life 
in the cold and anonymous world of in- 
ternational espionage, was buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery yesterday with 
a show of pomp usually reserved for the 
nation’s most renowned military heroes. 

President Ford and Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger stood as mourners while 
the flag-draped coffin of the slain* Central 
Intelligence Agency official was carried by 
eight Marines to a horse-drawn caisson for 
the trip to the knoll where Welch was laid to 
rest 

The funeral was a rare and glittering 
tableau of the American national security 
establishment with several generations of 
diplomats and spies gathered on the grassy 
slopes of Arlington to pay tribute to Welch and 
the institution he served. 

Although the Welch family requested that 
reporters be barred from the chapel where 
the funeral service was performed, provision 
was made for news coverage of what the Ford 
administration clearly conceived of as an 
I important event. / 

j The family was reported by friends to hold 
a grievance against some members of the 
| press for contributing to a" “climate of 



opinion” that may have resulted in Welch’s 
murder Dec. 23 in Athens. The CIA has 
maintained a large and controversial 
presence in Athens since the Greek civil war 
in the late 1940s. 

Welch’s murder came at a time when the^ 
public stock of the CIA was at the lowest point , 
in its 27-year history. Two congressional 
committees, as- well as the administration,^ 
are preparing new bureaucratic blueprints- 
for reorganizing the agency to prevent future 3 
abuses of the sort that have resounded J 
through congressional hearing rooms for’3 
months. X: 

The ceremony was conducted with full: 
military honors in freezing temperature^; 
under a bright sun. President Ford awl 
Kissinger arrived shortly before the begin- 
ning of the service at 11:30 a.m. Security 
personnel swarmed in unusual profusion 
through the crowd that gathered at the en- 
trance to the chapel. . , 

President Ford sat in the new, modernistic \ 
Ft. Myer chapel between CIA Director*; 
William E. Colby and Kissinger. George 
Bush, who has been nominated to succeed" 
Colby, sat two rows behind. Brent Scowcroft, 
the President’s special assistant for national; 

i See FUNERAL, A2, Col.l 
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